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For Immediate Release 

Progressive Baptists Convene in Washington D.C. 
on June 25 to Urge Congress to Restore the 

Voting Rights Act 
 
May 19, 2015. (Washington, D.C.). On Thursday, June 25, 2015 in Washington, 
D.C. the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc. (PNBC), along with key 

lawmakers, will gather for the Progressive Legislative Day to urge Congress to take immediate action to ensure 
that all Americans will have a strong and reconstituted Voting Rights Act.  
 
June 25 marks the two-year anniversary of the Shelby County vs. Holder decision. On June of 2013, the 
Supreme Court deemed unconstitutional the portion of the Voting Rights Act that was designed to prevent 

discrimination in voting by requiring all state and local governments 
with a history of voting discrimination to get approval from the 
federal government before making any changes to their voting laws or 
procedures, no matter how small.  
 
According to Dr. James Perkins, PNBC President, “The Supreme 
Court's decision turned the clock backward on our efforts to make our 
nation one of justice and liberty for all; however, it was also a wake-
up call for Progressive Baptists and other lovers of social justice to 
rise-up to action.  We are asking Progressive Baptists to join us on this 

day, as well as other key lawmakers. We are taking the message of voter rights restoration directly to Capitol 
Hill.” The gathering is a first step in a major campaign to be launched by PNBC. 
 
August 2015 marks the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. PNBC will convene 
during its Annual Session in Dallas, TX on August 6 to begin nationwide movement to restore the Act, which is 
considered one of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King's crowning achievements. PNBC was the convention-
denominational home and platform for the late Rev. Dr. King, who addressed every Annual Session of the 
Convention until his death in 1968. The denomination is focusing on reclaiming its roots as advocates for social 
justice, full voter registration, education and participation in society, and economic empowerment and 
development. 
 
The PNBC was founded in 1961 to give full voice, sterling leadership and active support to the American and 
world fight for human freedom. PNBC represents over 2,000 churches with an estimated United States 
membership of 1.5 million people. For more information on PNBC, go to www.pnbc.org.   
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Progressive Baptists Set Social Justice Activism Agenda for 2015  

 

Washington, D.C. February 21, 2015. The Progressive National Baptist 
Convention (PNBC) gathered in January for their Midwinter Board Meeting in 
Virginia Beach, VA. The denomination, led by new President Dr. James C. 
Perkins, set a social justice advocacy agenda for 2015 that focused on “How to 
Make Social Justice Actionable.” The topic undergirds PNBC’s mission of 
“equipping pastors and churches to be effective in ministry; lifting our voice 
on behalf of the voiceless.” 

During the meeting, prominent leaders within the PNBC and the faith-based 
advocacy community gathered during a special session to discuss key social 
justice priorities to be implemented during the upcoming year. Attendees 
included Dr. Marvin McMickle, President of the Colgate Rochester Crozer 
Divinity School, Dr. Raphael Warnock, Pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in Atlanta, GA, Dr. John Mendez, Pastor of the Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Winston-Salem, NC, and Rev. Jennifer Butler, President of the Faith in Public 
Life advocacy organization in Washington, DC. 

Dr. McMickle began the session with an in-depth theological reflection on the 
first chapter of the biblical book of Acts.  According to Dr. McMickle, the 
African American Church has a responsibility to “Say something, see 
something, and sacrifice something for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
In a panel that followed, Rev. Butler, Dr. Mendez and Dr. Warnock discussed 
the importance of making social justice actionable.  Rev. Butler expressed that 
“A social justice vision without a strategy is just a hallucination.”   

Both Dr. Mendez and Dr. Warnock stressed the core importance of freedom 
and economic issues as they pertain to the African American Church.   In a 
moving sermon, “When Profits Meet Prophets,” Dr. Warnock preached that 
God has called Christians to be prophetic and to prophesy against the culture 
of greed and economic injustice that is pervasive in society. Dr. Mendez 
reminded the audience that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s movement was 
centered on battling economic injustice and that even though the year 2018 
will mark the 50th Anniversary of the Poor People’s Campaign March on 
Washington, the same issues resonate with African Americans today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Supreme Court's 

decision turned the clock 

backward on our efforts to 

make our nation one of 

justice and liberty for all.” 
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