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Progressive National Baptist Convention, Drum Major Institute, and Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference Will Partner to Hold Historic Voting Rights 

Forum with Ambassador Andrew Young and Martin Luther King, III 
 

The three organizations come together to discuss where voting rights, the Civil Rights 
Movement, and Black Lives Matter Movement intersect 

 
 

August 3, 2015. (Washington, D.C.). The Progressive National Baptist 
Convention, Inc. (PNBC) is holding its 54th Annual Session in Dallas, TX on 
August 3-7, 2015. PNBC President, Dr. James C. Perkins, has created a 
vision for PNBC that includes a keen focus on voting rights, a theme that 
will be visible throughout the week long activities in acknowledgement of 
August 6, 2015, which marks the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. On August 5, PNBC will partner with the Drum 
Major Institute (DMI) to present a Voting Rights Forum featuring 
Ambassador Andrew Young, Martin Luther King, III, son of Martin and 
Coretta Scott King, and Dr. Charles Steele, the President and CEO of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).  The Forum will discuss 
the relevance of voting rights as well as the Civil Rights Movement in light 
of today’s racially charged climate, and will be held at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Dallas Hyatt Regency Hotel, 300 Reunion Blvd. in Dallas, TX. The event is 
free and open to the general public. 

 
The DMI originally established as the Drum Major Foundation in 1961 by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

Harry Wachtel, Dr. King’s advisor, will bring to the Forum two 
renowned speakers and members of DMI’s leadership team in 
Ambassador Young and King, III. Young and King, along with Bill 
Wachtel, are co-founders of DMI. Andrew Wilkes serves as 
DMI’s Executive Director.  “Drum Major Institute carries forward 
the legacy of Dr. King by advancing economic justice, 
dismantling institutional racism, and promoting a civil rights 
agenda for the 21st century. We’re pleased to collaborate with 
PNBC, Dr. King’s denomination, and SCLC, Dr. King’s leadership 
conference, to host this historic forum,” said Rev. Wilkes.  

 
This historic gathering will bring together three of the country’s leading organizations that combine 
faith-based principles with civil rights advocacy to affect change. One of the true heroes of the Civil 
Rights Movement, Ambassador Young, will speak to common sense voting reforms like weekend voting, 
online registration, as well as the new Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2015 (VRAA), which serves to 
correct the damage inflicted upon the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by the Supreme Court in 2013 through 
the Shelby County vs. Holder ruling. States Dr. Perkins, “This forum will lay the groundwork for our 
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nationwide effort to get the Voting Rights Act restored. We're partnering with other groups like SCLC 
and the Drum Major Institute to reach as many people as possible to become involved in rectifying this 
very important issue.” 
 
The Forum will also feature a thought-provoking discussion hosted by Dr. Raphael Warnock, pastor of 
historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, where Dr. King, Jr. served as pastor. Dr. Warnock will moderate a 
question and answer segment with the speakers that is themed around avenues to address and 
strengthen voting rights efforts. The conversations will also examine the intersection between the Civil 
Rights Movement and the Black Lives Matter Movement of today.  
 
The PNBC’s voting rights events will culminate in a press conference on August 6 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
hotel where PNBC will officially announce their support of the VRAA and will kick-off a nationwide voter 
registration campaign. Joining PNBC for the press conference will be Representative Eddie Bernice 
Johnson (TX-30); Dr. Warnock; Dr. Frederick Haynes, Pastor of Friendship West Baptist Church in Dallas, 
TX; and Dr. John Mendez, Pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Winston-Salem, NC.  
 
About SCLC 
SCLC, the venerable civil rights organization, was founded in 1957 out of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. served as the group’s first President. Today, the organization consists of 
chapters throughout the country.  
 
About PNBC 
PNBC was the convention-denominational home and platform for Dr. King, who addressed every Annual 
Session of the Convention. PNBC was founded in 1961 to give full voice, sterling leadership and active 
support to the American and world fight for human freedom. The denomination’s history is rooted in 
advocacy for social justice, full voter registration, education and participation in society, and economic 
empowerment and development for all people. For additional information, visit www.pnbc.org. 
 
Media Contact: Linda Peavy, LiPav Consulting at 216-262-1029 or lpeavy@lipav.com or @LindaPeavy 
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